
A happy-go-lucky,

nice guy, but a hard-

working, dedicateS

relentless competitor

By Morris Gresham

Fred Tschantz's shooting life consisls
of three sepaJate parts-when he was a
child, when he was a young Army MP and,
finally. the third and final segment when
he became the skeet shooter he is today
The third lry was a charm for the young

man whose doubles style prompted Bruce
Christian's fitting nickname fbr him. He

is now known to many
shooten as Boom-
Boom.

Born in Barber-
ton. Ohio on July 17,
1969, Tschantz grew
up in that city with
an older sister, De-
nise, and his fratemal
twin brother, Brian.
Althongh his parents
weren't interested in
hunting or shooting.
his gHndfather Gaylen
Schulz, was. He intro-
duced the youngster to
larget shooting with a
.22 and followed that
with an introduction
to shotgun shooting
at hand{brown clay
pigeons when he was
around 11 years old.

"My grandfather
played a liftle trick
on me witb the old 12

gauge side-by side shotgun," Tschantz

rccalled. 'lt was a double{rigger gun-

where you pick a trigger fbr each barrel.

He would load the gun and tell me. 'I

don't waDt you to flinch or anything. but

when I tell you to shoot, the gun could

be empty or it could go off.'The iirst one

fired and it surprised me because the l2

gauge kicked me pretty good. especially

at I L I didn't get to do I lol of shootinS.

but I did a litde shooting wi|h him '

His father Fred
Sr's career as a tool
and die naker infiu-
enced Tschantz to en-
roll in the vocational
machine trades in high
school, a route taken
by bis close friend
Sam Armstrong.
And. likeArmstrong,
Tschantz went into
the Army immediately
after high school-
Then, again like his
friend. Tschantz went
into Iaw enlbrcement
after the Army but
the similarity ends
there. Tschantz stuck
with police work
rather than using his
machinist training as
Almstrong did.

"My whole
purpose rn gorng
into the military had
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been to go into law enforcement,"
Tschantz explained. "Once I got
into the AImy and got past basic
training and MP school, I went to
Siera Army Depot in Califomia.
I was in about a year and a halfor
so when I drove down the main
post road and saw a gate open in
front of what tumed out to be skeet
houses. I found out it was a turkey
shoot and they did iI every week
for a very nominal fee. That's
when I met Larry Krutsinger"

"We were having a turkey
shoot," Krutsinger recalled. "Fred

showed up one day and showed
some interest. we had a couple of
shotguns that we kept in the arms
room for the foops if they wanted
to shoot. We were out in the middle
ofnowhere. There were no stores
where you could buy shells or
anything like that. So, myselfand
another officer would load 1,000
shells apiece and then ifany sol
diers came out, they'd have shells.

"I was the Commander of
the 980th MP Company," Krutsing
er continued, "and Fred was one
ofthe soldiers there at the Sier,?
Army Depot. The standard shift for
tbose guys was like nine days on
and three days off, so it was sur
prising that any soldier had €nough
time offto come out and shoot.

"We took him to his first
registered shoot in Reno, Ne-
vada," he recalled. "He had good
hand and eye coordination and he
progressed reaily well. Of course,
we lost track of each othe|after
he got out of the Army. About two
years ago, a buddy ftom the Sierra
days and I saw Fred's picture taken
atthe World and we'rc thinking,
'We got him going and he's far
surpassed us.'"

"I don't think I did very
well at the beginning," Tschantz
stated, "but I rcmember that I re-

ally enjoyed being able Io compete
because I am very competitive.
One of my first shoots was at Sage
Hill Clay Sports in Reno. I think it
was the Nevada State Shoot- I won
a coin fbr some place like C or D
Class second. Then I went to the
l990Armed Forces Skeet Shoot
down at Nellis Air Force Base. I
think I'd been shooting for fbur to
five months at that time.

'At the Armed Forces Shoot
that year I purchased my first gun,"
he rccalled, "which was a Rem-
ington 3200 competition grade
{,ith Purbaugh tubes. I had to call
my parents and they wired me the
money and that was my first gun
loan,"

Tschantz was tail gunner on
an Army Team which consisted
ofhim, his platoon sergeant, the
base adjutant Mark Haughs, and
Krutsinger. the company com
mander. Then, when he left the
Army in 1990 and fouDd the
Sportsmen's Shooting Center, the
nealest gun club to his home.

"Sportsmen's was a very
large club." Tschantz said. "lt had
eight fields which was amazing to
me! I shot some registered targets
there toward the end of 1990. I
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also shot in 1991 and I had my hnt
100 straight on 6-30-1991. I didn't
shoot in 92 at all because I slarled
my law enfbrcenenl cnreer.

"When Iwas akid.l  always
wanted to be an officer," Tschantz
revealed. "and the person I always
emulated was my uncle, Henry
Schulz. He helped me get a police
chiefto sponsor me to the academy
and set me on the rcad to my new
career. That was in February of
1992. I owe him a lo1 for the oppor-
tunity to do something that I like to
do nnd wouldn t trade for anything.

"Upon completion of
school,I was hired as a part-timer
righl away for Franklin Town
ship." he said. "l worked part time
for 4-l12 years befbr€ being hired
full time in December of 1996. I
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am curently a corporal supervis
ing second and third shifts. In my
15 years of law enforcement, I've
only done two yeals ofday shift
and one year ofweekends off."

Although he was hampered
by a lack of days off, Tschantz
went back to skeet as soon as he
got the fulltime job. After five years
away frcm the game, he came back
in 1997.

'As soon as I came back,
I was looking to upgrade out of
the 3200," Tschantz recalled. "I

bought a K-80 from Jim Murphy.
Then about two years after that I
bought one other K-80 from Larry
Woo. I traded the old one in fbr a
brand new K-80 with 30 incb bar
rels, Then, thre€ or four years after
that I decided to go to a Kolar. I
absolutely love the gun.

"My first coach was Laffy
Krutsinget" he continued, "and he
got me stated with lundamentals
and etiquette. When I came back
in '97, Ji,n Murphy coached me.
He changed my style around. I've
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he knew I $a. going
to miss. ['m a very

Tschantz... aggressive shooter. I
; u \ r  can  rho ld  on  r

wouldntt be ,-*, -a ,io. ,,. ,,
hanging around I put the saddle on it
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Frc.lwas 2U3\Vo,l.l Shoot Doubles RU ta Todd
Bader Jones Recce toak 3itl.

probably changed my
style around three or four
times since I started, to
one varyrng de8ree or an-
other-fool position. hold
points, etc. Once I got into
the AA,/AAA ranks, his
coaching has been more
like helping me out when
I have a problem with a
particular station."

"Fred and I
worked together a lot
when he came back from
his hiatus," Murphy
confirmed. "we used to
spend a lot of time down
on lield 1,just shooting
and instructing. Then at
the end of our instruc-
tions, we'd start shooting
doubles. The last round

was always for a
dollar I still have
six of his dollars. I
won't shoot againsl
him any more and I
still show him the six
bucks once in a while
to remind him that
I have it. He'll say,
'Well, let's go shoot
for a dollar' 'No-o-

o-o. It ain't gonna
happen. I'll keep
your $6.00 forever
and just remind you
of it.'

"We used to travel together."
Murphy said. "We talked about the
kind of attitude you need to have
when you go into a shoot-off. Early
on, it was Station 3 or 4 and he was
out. So we worked on thal."

If you looked for Tschantz
at many of his early shoots, he
wouldn't be hanging around the
clubhouse. Instead, he said. he'd
be sitting behind a Jield watching
other shooters, tryinB to pick up

pointers for his game.
"I've watched Dave Starrett,

one ofthe best shooters in Ohio
and the country," Tschantz said,
"and thal's where a lot ol my shool
ing style comes froln. I've watched
Bender, Mike Schmidt. L.P I've
tried to incorporate what I believe
is somethirg that would nt my body
type and shooting style. There are
a lot of inlluences in my style of
shooting...with Dave Stan€tt being
probably the largest influence. ['ve
talked to him many times about
shooting in general. He is probably
the most knowledgeable person
about skeet shooting and all ofits
intricacies.

"I've shot off a nDmber of
limes against Dave," he recalled.
"l shot offwith him for a 28 gauge
Zone Championship one time and

He also knows what other people

around him are capable of."
According to Tschantz. his

squad had much to do with his
development, 'Sue Huszai is one

of the top ladies in the country and

she has d ven me lhe mosl." he
claimed. 'Although I may have a
few more open titles, she...holds
far more open state titles than I do.
Bruce Poyer has numerous state
titles, probably in double digils.
And Jim Murphy was aAA/AAA



shooter when I started. He coached a
number of good shooters, including
Sue Huszai. I'vejust tried to align
myself with good shooters.

"When I came back into
shooting, I lucked into getting on
the squad," Tschantz insisted. "Jim

Murphy was our leadoff, then Jack
Meiser, then Greg Huszai. Sue Huszai
and myselfas the tailgunn€r The
squad has changed a little bit. I ulti-
mately became the leadoff shootet
then Sue and Greg. Every once in a
whjle we'll team up with Jimmy Rog
ers and his son Bryan and try to keep
a five-man squad going.

"My philosophy has always
been that you have to shoot with peo-
ple who are better than you because it
drives you to get better Sue and I are
two-man team partners at the large
shoots, We do it for fun because we
like to go play with the big boys and
see what we can steal,"

"He is great to shoot with,"
said Sue Huszai. "He eats and sleeps
skeet shooting. He was inducted into
our Ohio State Skeet Shooting Hall of
Fame earlier this year. In his accep-
tance speech, he said, 'There's nol a
time that I don't think about shooting
skeet.'And I believe that-

"Fred and I were both very
foronate to get great instruction at the
right time," she continued- "He practic
es extremely hard. Frcd will go home
and get a couple of hours ofsleep and
then it's back out to the gun club for
a couple ofhours before he goes and
chases crooks, Fred works very hard
at hisjob all winter so he can have the
tim€ offto shoot in the summeflime.
It's like shooting with my big brother
even though he's younger than I am.
We have a friendly rivalry and he's
going to give you a hard time unless
somebody €lse does."

"Since Fred got back to shoof
ing, he's been a skeet shooting ma-
chine for the most part," Greg Huszai

related. "He's a relentless practicer.
Nothing is good enough. A couple of
years ago at the World Shoot, he had a
548 and that wasn't good enough. He
thought he'd let us down. That's Fred.
And it takes him a couple ofdays to
realize, 'Yeah, I did OK. It wasn t
perfect, but I did good.'He's a little
anal retentive about a lot ofstuff. but I
think that's what makes Fred. Fred."

"Fred is pretty seious about

skeet," Murphy concurred. "Fred

has a bad hip and we worked on foot
positioDs and hold points thal would
be least painful for hinr."

"Fred is basically pretty laid
back," Bruce Poyer said, 'but he's a
tough competitor He's probably the
toughest guy in our club and other
than maybe Dave Starrett. the tough-
est shooter in the state of Ohio.

"Frcd isjust as tough at shooting

With a full line of spotting clays s$ew-in choke tubes, Colonial

12 and 20 gauge avai lable in stainless steeland'Golden 
Titanium Nitflde coaied sryles in

Cylinder, Skeet One. Impfov€d Cylinder.
Modif ied. Improved Modif ied and Ful l
constrictions for the Tru€ Size and Thirr-Wall
S . , t e n  .  I  v ,  " r .  R .  r  i  g r o r .  n r e  r o r  P . u  .
Berena and Benelli Systenrs
28 and 410 gauge stainiess sporting clays choke
tubes are available jn Skeei On€, Improved Cylincler:
Modifled and Full constfictions fof the True Size sysrenr.
All sporling ciays choke tubes havc a krrurled end fol
€asief changeability.

. Installation a d Ceneral Gunsmith services are available.

. EAA/Baikal, Spartan Arms bv R€mington and Savage
411 chok." tubes are available.

E@@@

^**",*,35



100 .410 targets at practice as he is if
it's the World," Poyer insisted. "You

put tbe gun in his hand and it's a dif-
ferent kind ofFred. Jim Murphy is the
one who screwed Fred's head that last
quarter ofa tum and got him going.

"We go out a few times a year
to socialize and if you

really twist his arm you

can get Fred to have
about three bee$,"

Poyer revealed. "When

Fred made the Hall of

Fame, he was more
nenous about that than
he was the shoot. I don't
think he realized that

he had done as much as

he had until Sue started
reading the stuff off and
presented him at the
Hall of Fame."

Jim Murphy is

'Oh, man! I can't forget about that.
Thanks.'lt turned out to be for me.

"Sam has been a very good
influence on me," Tschantz said. "He

has probably helped me more on the
mental aspects ofthe game, He's one
of the top shooters in the country.I'm

just glad to be called
his friend.

"Sam stayed at
my house for the Col-
orMatrix because I'm
only about 30 minutes
from the club," he
continued. "We go out
to pmctice-and I can't
hit three pairs in a row
to save anybody's life!
Sam goes, 'Aw, don t
worry about it.' "

"Fred couldn't hit

ofyeaN ago I talked him into be-

ing the president ofthe Ohio Skeet

Shooting Association, something that

hejust didn't want to do. But hav-

ing been president for four years, I

assured him that I would give him all

the assistance that I could. He did it

for two years and he did a greatjob."
"When my husband took your

voice mail that you wanted to inter-

view me about Fred," said Melinda

Angel, "he said, 'You tell him for me

that Fred is a hell of a guy and he can
quote me on that.' My husband doesn't

shoot. but he has always been real

suppotive ofme. He has taken a lik-

ing to Fred. I consider Fred to be my

best friend in the whole wide world.
"When I first started shoot-

ing, Fred was really encouraging,"
she continued, "I never dreamed of

competing. but he would encourage
me to stick with it. It kind of sulprised

me because I was a nobody. When I

did start competing, he explained all

about the dos and don'ts
"Eventually when I staned

going to shoots that were not close

to home." Melinda revealed. "my

husband didn't have an interest in

going because it was pretty bor-

ing for hiD. So, Frcd and I started
traveling together My husband rcally

liked Fred. realized that he is a true,

true gentleman and be is tickled to

death that I have somebody like Fred

that I can travel with. Some people,

mainly people fiom
outside the shooting
world. rhink it's kind of
odd. 'You're going off
with some guylYour
husband is OK with
that?'Theyjust don't
understand.

"l have a story
rhat is quintessential
Fred," she said.'A cou
ple of years ago at the
Sponsmen s Midwest

the one who
scfewed Fred's
head that last
quarter of a
turn and got
him going.

Then Tschantz got a litllejumpy
a second time when he was called
onto the shoot-olI lleld at the 2007
Kasle Steel Shoot where Sam Arm-
strong gave him a special gift. "My

wife made a stained glass picture
commemorating his induction inlo
the Ohio Hall of Fame and I framed
it," Armstrong revealed. 'Al told ev
erybody that Fred had a good year in
2007, moved into his 6rst house, got
inducted into the Ohio Hall ofFame
and that I had something to give him
to remember 2007 by. lt was fun.

"Fred didn't want any holes in
his freshly painted walls." Armstrong
explained. "That was one ofthe
reasons for doing this because all the
awards he's won are shoved into a
dresser in a spare bedroom,"

"I was very surprised," Tschantz
admitted. "Sam stayed at my house on
his way to the Kasle Shoot and when
he got to my house, he took a box out
and put it beside the back tire ofmy
truck. It was wrapped in bubble wrap.
The next day when we were leavillg.
I said, 'Don'l forget this.'He says,
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three pair in a row to save his life."
Armstrong verified. "So we gel back
out there a little late Friday and didn't
get to practice. we shot the doubles
event and tied with 98s and had to
break our tie forAAA3 or something.
we finished the first box, Iinished the
second box, finished the third box.
I think I missed on the tenlh pair of
the fourth box. The day befbre he
couldn't hit thrce pair in a row! He
tumed to me and said, 'I've never
went over three boxes before,'

"On Saturday Fred ran the 12
and 28," he continued, "Then he goes
out for the 1 2 gauge shoot-off and
he went into the fifth
box with Kurt Grates
when he finally won
it. Then he changes
goes out for the 28
gauge shoot-off and
gets runner up!"

It hasn't all been
shooloffs and fun, of
course, "Fred is one
of the good guys in
the game;' Murphy
explained. 'A couple


